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Marked and Tagged Fish

Common Terms
 means any commonly accepted single hook wet and dry 

manner that allows the weight to be suspended from or below the hook.

 means a manmade lure manufactured to imitate 

of metal, plastic, wood and other non-edible materials. They also 

other aquatic organisms. 

Cast Net means a net not exceeding eight feet in diameter without 
walls or sides that is thrown to take minnows, alewives, smelt and 
shad in the Great Lakes and connecting waters.

Catch and Immediate Release 
immediately to the water without injury, and may not be possessed. 
When practicing catch and release, please follow these suggestions 

•
and remove the hook with pliers.
• Use a landing net made of soft or knotless mesh and always try to 

•
removing the hook. 
•
•

•

•

•

Daily Limit
that you are permitted to catch and keep in one day. Also see 
Possession Limit.

Designated Trout Lake means any lake so designated by the state 

Designated Trout Stream: any stream so designated by the state 

Detroit R. begins at the imaginary line extending due south of the 
Windmill Point Light, Wayne County and ends at the imaginary east-

west line drawn through the most southerly point of Celeron Island.

Dropper Line
contains a hook. Dropper lines usually are attached to the main line.

Drop-shotting involves using a weight suspended below a hook 

Drowned River Mouth Lakes are considered inland waters and all 
are listed in Note 3 on p. 8.

FO is a Fisheries Order issued by the DNR Director that implements 

gov/dnr.

Great Lakes Connecting Waters
in Michigan that connect the Great Lakes. Designated connecting 
waters are L. St. Clair, St. Marys R., St. Clair R. (St. Clair R. begins 
at the Ft. Gratiot Light) and the Detroit R.

Hand and Landing Net means a mesh bag of webbing or wire, 
suspended from a circular, oval or rectangular frame attached to a 

Hook means a single, double or treble pointed hook. A hook, single, 

lure shall be counted as 1 hook.

Inland Waters means all waters in Michigan except the Great Lakes 
and the Great Lakes connecting waters.

Minnows are chubs, shiners, dace, stonerollers, sculpins 
(muddlers), mudminnows and suckers of a size used for bait in 

Possession Limit is equal to the Daily Limit. Except a person 
may possess up to two (2) additional limits of coho, chinook, or 

drying, or frozen). Anglers who have not attained the age of 17 are 
entitled to the possession limit even though they do not have a 

the limit allowed for ONLY ONE license while in transit, but while 

and size limits.

Snagging
does not take the hook voluntarily in its mouth. It is unlawful to snag 

Trapping means to catch or take by use of a device, such as a cage 

Weir

clips. 
please record the tag number 
and as much of the following 
information as possible: 
species, length, weight, sex, and 
date and location caught. Enter 

the data online at www.michigan.gov/dnr on the Marked and Tagged 
Fish page under Fishing, or notify the nearest DNR Operations 
Service Center (see p. 31). 
and retain the tag from all species except lake sturgeon.  This will 
allow for more accurate recording of the tag number.

Many Great Lakes trout/salmon have been marked with a 

Please record the information listed above, freeze only the head 
and take it to your nearest drop site location. A list of drop sites 
can be found 
online (see 
above) or 
by calling 
517-373-1280. 
Thank you for 
your assistance. Adipose Fin
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